[Heparin-induced thrombopenia].
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia remains a topical subject for at least two reasons. The first reason is the increasing prescription of low molecular weight heparins (LMWH) rather than unfractionated heparins, with limited laboratory surveillance, raising the question concerning the need for twice-weekly platelet counts, according to the recommendations of the Vidal drug directory. The second reason is the recent release onto the market of two products, danaparoid (Orgaran) and lepirudin (Refludin) for this precise indication of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia. These products greatly facilitate the management of this complication. Many basic research teams are trying to optimize the detection of heparin-dependent antibodies and to more clearly elucidate the mechanism of this particular thrombocytopenia, which carries a risk of very severe thrombotic complications when the diagnosis is delayed.